
 

 

Bexhill Academy 

Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, 

East Sussex TN39 4BY 

T: 01424 730722  
 

E: office@bexhillacademy.org 

W: www.bexhillacademy.org 

ATTWOOD ACADEMIES 
Registration Number: 09148479 

 
 

Catherine Davies, Executive Principal 

Vicky Norris-Wright, Head of Academy 

Eleanore Gordon, Vice Principal 

 

12 June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Principal’s Friday Update 

 

I would like to start by saying a huge thank you to you for the welcoming emails and contact as it has made my start 

as the new Principal a very positive experience. I have listened to your priorities and look forward to meeting you in 

the coming weeks and months as we work side by side with staff and students to make this great community 

Academy even better. 

 

I hope that you are managing to keep up with the changes instigated by government direction regarding 

expectations of education in the coming weeks. We are certainly having to adapt our reopening plans while 

keeping a keen eye on the news updates regarding lockdown restrictions. Things seem to be changing quickly and 

regularly. 

 

It is now my second week in post and I am continually humbled by the warmth and 

commitment of staff towards doing all they can to provide continued opportunities to 

learn and progress in these unprecedented times. The amount of returned home 

learning assessments and hours of marking on assessed work returned will enable us 

to direct the curriculum and support students to catch up with learning gaps. Thanks 

for all you are doing with home learning at home – if any of you seriously are 

reconsidering your career and want to explore teaching…do get in touch as we are 

offering mentoring and opportunities for anyone in our local community who is 

interested in teaching or working in schools. 

 

We are looking forward to starting the first of our Y10 

face-to-face interviews from 15-18th June 2020. From 

this date, we will start to integrate these students back 

into taught lessons from 19th June. I know that a 

detailed programme of induction has already been 

sent to you with details of your child’s specific 

interview date and time (copy of this general 

information is on the website). From our phone and 

email contacts with parents/carers you have expressed 

your thoughts about the safety around Covid19 

distancing etc. I can assure you that aside from the 

revised Student Contract regarding social and behaviour adaptations necessary to maintain social distancing, we 

will regularly review our procedures in light of changing guidance from the NHS etc.  

 

We will not be able to accommodate students who do not respect these safety measures and will restrict access to 

the Academy for individual students, if anyone finds is difficult to adhere to the necessary safety systems in place. 

The students who are currently attending have been respectful and keen to follow our distancing and seating 

systems and we hope that as we widen access to the Academy, other students will continue to respect and follow 

these safety measures. It has been delightful to get to know students individually and sit over lunch to hear their 



views and what they would like me to change or improve. I welcome any contact from parents and students, via 

email during these Covid19 times, and will quickly respond to your thoughts and suggestions. 

 

A change we are instigating is to move tutor groupings from House to Year groupings. This is to provide more 

opportunities to accelerate learning and placing students into Year groups for tutor time gives us more flexibility in 

meeting their social, emotional and learning needs on students’ return. Year tutor groups, where students will be in 

tutor groups with students of the same age, will enable concentrated learning opportunities that are age and stage 

specific. For example, the needs of Year 7s are not the same as those of Year 11. We remain totally committed to 

the existing House system but are adapting how this will operate. You will have contact in the coming weeks with 

information about your child’s new tutor and Year Learning Lead. 

 

Do please continue to let us know if there are additional things we can do to support your child or family during 

these difficult times. 

 

Have a lovely weekend and enjoy the improved weather that is predicted. 

 

Warmest wishes, 

 

 
 

Catherine Davies 

Executive Principal 

 

 


